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Tanshi friends, 
 
We hope that you have had a wonderful summer filled with family and friends. At the Metis Commission 
for Children and Families we have been gearing up for a busy fall. We have officially secured our funding 
for the next 2 years so we very excited to enact our strategic plans. 
 
Currently, there are 780 Metis children listed as receiving a service or in foster care under child protection 
services in BC. This is a far to Metis little ones affected by family safety issues. We have a created a 
working partnership with the Ministry of Child and Family to take an in depth look at these numbers     
starting this fall. We have chosen 50 children in the 0-6 category to involve ourselves in as the Metis   
aboriginal community. In order to do this well we will be involving local Metis communities looking for   
support and possible placements for children. We have also committed to working with MCFD on topics 
like ñhow to ask someone of they are Metisò and ñwhat statistics should MCFD be collecting about Metis 
people when they meet them?). Current discussions with MCFD have been thoughtful and generous. We 
are in    agreement that Metis families do matter and these numbers need to come down soon.  
 
Our cultural worker will be off to Kitchener Ontario this October to train under a successful organization 
that has great skills at getting kids home with parents or extended family. We are hoping to have similar 
success. 
 
MCCFBC is in now officially in the courtrooms of Metis child protection cases on behalf of the aboriginal 
community. We have sought legal advice on how to gain access at different points in trials and post     
continuing care approvals. Our attendance demonstrates our commitment to children and ensures that 
cultural and Metis community considerations are on the table at the planning stages. 
 
If you would like to hear more about any of the above or have me speak in your community about how 
many Metis children might be in need of support in your area please give me a call. 
 
In June MCCFBC started recruiting for new Board members and we were pleasantly surprised by the 
number and quality of the applications. We are still working on finalizing the selections. The first new 
board member that we would like to welcome is Stephanie Konefall, a proud Metis woman  living on   
Vancouver Island that has a superior background in law/policy and Child welfare. Welcome Stephanie! 
Look for bio in our upcoming AGM report. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting is on the move this fall. On October 3, 2015 we will host our AGM at Metis 
Family Services in Surrey. Metis Family Services is a fully delegated (full child protection services          
including adoption) and serves the highest population of Metis families in the province. They are unique 
as a Metis agency. I encourage you to come out to the meeting and learn more about both the Metis 
Commission and Metis Family Services of Surrey. It will be a fun filled day with good food and prizes as 
well as information about what is happening in this province for vulnerable Metis families. 
 
As the Executive Director I have been travelling to Metis agencies across the province finding out what 
they do well and challenges they face. This month I spent a day with the staff at Island Metis Child and 
Family Services on Vancouver Island (see our photo below). They taught me a great deal (so impressed) 
that I will be able to use as information in provincial discussions.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at our AGM in Surrey and if not my door is always open for a cup of tea. 
 
All my Relations 
Eva Coles 
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Smoky Lake, Alberta 

Canadaôs first and only major M®tis Cultural Centre 

is located in Smoky Lake County along the Victoria 

Trail just off Highway 855. M®tis Crossing is a   

major initiative of the M®tis Nation of Alberta. The 

mission is to be a premiere centre for Alberta M®tis 

cultural interpretation, education, gatherings, and 

business development. The 512-acre site will be 

designed to engage and excite visitors. The       

programming will encourage active participation of 

visitors in activities that promote an appreciation of 

our people, customs, and celebrations. 

Still in its infancy phases, M®tis Crossing will grow 

to be an important cultural gathering and learning 

place. 

Currently, the Metis Crossing is a museum of Metis 

artifacts, some of which are pictured here. You can 

even go into an old Fur Trading Post! There are 

plan to expand the centre in the future to a fully 

running historical village! 



 

 

Smoky Lake, Alberta 



 

 

ISLAND METIS COMMUNITY SERVICES STAFF: 

Back, Left to Right:  
Eva Coles, (CEO Metis Commission for Children and Families of BC), Kelly Lord (Executive Assistant), Elena Vo-
jakina (Family Support Worker), Colleen Spier (Executive Director IMCS) and John Manthorpe (Family Support 
Worker). 
Front, Left to Right:  
Mona Carlson (FASD Key Worker/Visitation), Carole Preston (cross-legged ï Like Skills Coach) Jennifer Manning 
(receptionist) and Maureen Gent (Family Support Worker) 


